
 

Follow the simple instructions below:  
1. Watch Video on the website:  .  
2. Review the "relates to..." section to the left.   This is helpful
to understand what to convey to your child is important
about this lesson.   It will help make the lesson both an
intellectual and a lived lesson.
3. Read through and familiarize yourself with the sample
script.  
4. Teach your child the lesson, either using your own words
or the sample script.
5. Either discuss the questions with your child (best option),
or have your child write out answers to the questions. 
6. Have your child do the activities and/or do the activities
with them.   
7. If working with a parish return the appropriate material in
the way they have requested.

Instructions for Using
"The Way" Program

RELATES TO MY FAITH: 

EXISTENCE OF GOD
Eighth Grade

RELATES TO JESUS:
Jesus is the ultimate example of what

the existence of God is, Love itself. 

Therefore by knowing Jesus we can

understand the existence of God even

more.

We are called to know, love, and serve

God.   Understanding the existence of

God helps us to know Him.  It is always

good to explore more ways to know

God exists and who He is.
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God, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, exists eternally as a communion of persons, meaning that the love that is
shown to one is the same  love that is shown to all. The nature of this relationship is such that it is not one of
dominance or who can best the other, much like the pagan gods of old, but rather is a relationship of mutuality
and unity that seeks eternally to simply love and love to the full.
 
The love expressed between the persons of the Trinity is not meant to reside simply within the Trinity. Rather, it is a
love that goes out constantly to be freely shared, especially with the pinnacle of His creation, humanity.  We can
think of the love of God in this way, every single person that has been created is given a soul and is thus given a
unique set of skills and talents to be used. Now, God doesn’t create junk and He doesn’t create because He is
bored; He creates out of love and with the intent for each and every person to bring glory and praise to His name.
Each soul He intends for greatness by calling them to holiness and to carry out His Divine Plan so people may
encounter God and fall in love with Him. So, God’s plan for us is to experience His love and to fall in love with
Him. Relationship with God, the inner life of love in the Trinity, is what it is all about.
 
You have probably heard by now, through all your years in religious education, that all of Scripture and the
Christian life can be summed up in the five words of “love God and love neighbor”. The love of God, a love that
explains who He is and who He wants us to imitate in this life, is not a love that is kept strictly to ourselves. It is a
love that is so intense and so alive within us that it calls us to go outside of ourselves and share with others.
 
Now, this might seem strange or perhaps even too much to ask, but consider this: when we get excited about
something or something good happens to us that we have been anticipating for a really long time, what is usually
one of the first things we do? We scream, we jump for joy, and we go and tell someone about it! The good news
that we have received is often immediately shared. We can’t keep it in, so we tell our parents, our siblings, our
friends, and now-a-days we put it on Instagram and share with our 1,000 followers this very exciting moment in
our lives. 
 
Bring this to love now. When we fall in love with another person, all the above reactions apply but times it by 10.
Love infiltrates every aspect of our life and is the topic of all of our conversations for months and years. You talk
about this person you are in love with at every moment you can. The world needs to know about this person who
makes you feel alive in ways that you didn’t even know was possible!
 
Going a step further now, a big step further, take this to God. God loves you so much, that He created you. He
loves you so much that even when we reject Him, He loves you. He loves you so much, that even when you turn
your back on Him, He suffers and dies for you on the Cross. He loves you so much, that He rose from the dead for
you. He loves you so much, that He opened the gates of Heaven for you and sent the Holy Spirit to guide and
strengthen you through the ministry of the Church.
 
What is your response? Are you willing to die to your selfish ways (give them up) and live a life for God that
responds to the love He has shown you? Are you willing to get excited about God in your life like you get excited
about your new PS4 game or that grade on your test? Are you willing to fall in love with God who loves you so
and grow in relationship with Him through Mass and prayer and serving others? Are you willing to proclaim God
with your life in words and deeds so that others will say “I want what she has” and allow the God of love to
infiltrate their life?  We are called to respond to Love with love. When we do, we live the mission of the Church as
given us by God.

What does love within the Trinity look like?
Consider the most exciting thing in your life
right now. Why does this excite you? 
Is there anything in this excitement that
reminds you of God? Ask God to show you
how this speaks to you of God.
What is the scariest thing about knowing
that God loves you?
How comfortable are you in sharing your
relationship with God?

Write out the various questions and
thoughts that you have regarding God.
After you have created a list, gather
together with a friend or two, and discuss
with them their ideas on the topic.   
 
Together, with your family, discuss how
comfortable you each are with living a life
after the model of Jesus Christ. Discuss why
it is important and what struggles and
concerns that you each have.

Sample Script:
E X I S T E N C E  O F  G O D 8 T H  G R A D E

Questions: Activities:



There are a great many blessings that come from being

a member of the Catholic Church. One of the greatest

advantages is the fact that it is the original Christian

Church that was set up by Jesus Christ. Further, the

Church holds a seamless tradition that can be traced

all the way back to the first Apostles who walked with

and sat with Jesus during His earthly life. And still

further yet, throughout the decades and centuries, the

Church has grown in her understanding of all that has

been revealed through the use of natural philosophic

and scientific means that have assisted to unpack what

is the fullness of Christian faith. The use of Sacred

Scripture and all that has been revealed with the use

of Sacred Tradition and all that has been prayed over

and studied and put to the test and found true makes

up the Catholic Church and our claim to having the

fullness of the faith.

RELATES TO MY FAITH: 

GOD THE FATHER
Eighth Grade

RELATES TO JESUS:
Jesus is the fullness of revelation and

how we can understand and explain

even those things which science and

reason teaches us.

Relying not just on science and reason,

but using faith as well, we can come to

a full understanding of the world

created by the Father.
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Sample Script:



Now, at a foundational level, moving all revelation aside for the moment, we can be certain of the existence

of God through very natural means. One popular strand of thought is the reality that exists around the order

of nature. So many examples exist here, from the intelligence of cells that “know” to make x part within our

bodies to the rhythm of the sun and moon and the necessary axis of the earth, it seems quite easy to arrive

at the point that these can be no chance product of chaotic life but rather that there is a Designer that has

given all the rules and purposes that have ordered these things. 

Another example exists in the arguments for things like beauty. What is beautiful? While there is for sure

some truth in the “beauty is in the eye of the beholder” idea, there is an objective beauty that exists. Nature

is a good source here, a piece of art, a work of music, etc.; there exists the idea of beauty and its ability to

grab our attention and inspire. There must be some point at which all beauty flows allowing for the order

and harmony to exist and be experienced within our daily lives. 

While these and undoubtedly countless other examples can be reliable guides for determining the existence

of God by using our natural reason alone (science is such a helpful witness in providing evidence for the

existence of God!), we also need to see life with the eyes of faith and revelation to come to know deeper

truths about God. Science is not able to explain everything that we hold to be true in our daily lives, and so

the gift of revelation within our life of faith answers some of the questions that we cannot discover using

strictly our own gift of reason. For example the fact that God is not just a watchmaker, or a rule maker, or a

tyrant, but in fact a loving Father. This dual approach of science and revelation, faith and reason, shows the

holistic approach that God calls us to embrace in our earthly lives so that we may experience life to the full. 

Jesus Christ is the fullness of this revelation, He reveals through His earthly life the reality of the loving Father

that God is. Jesus shows the love of the Father through His teachings and through His miracles, proclaiming

the mercy God has for His people despite their sinfulness. Revelation calls us to participate in the life God

the Father has prepared for us, to live holy lives and receive the Holy Spirit so that our faith might be

enlivened to do the same incredible things that Jesus, the Apostles, and the Saints have done throughout the

ages. Let us use the gifts of our reason and intellect to continue to ask questions that come up in this life

and have the faith to measure these questions in light of the teaching of the Church. Together, using our

faith and reason, and most importantly, praying to God and inviting Him into our quest for knowledge, may

we come to a greater understanding of the Love that desires us each to be full and whole.

What does it mean that God is a loving
Father?
What can we know about God using natural
reasoning?
Why do we need to have faith with science
(or reasoning)?
How does Jesus show us who the Father is?
How do the rules of the Church make more
sense if we understand God as Father?

With your parents permission, research a
couple of "proofs" of God on the internet (or
have them print a couple for you), or look
at the proofs in the script. Then try to
rewrite one of these proofs in your own
words.

Come up with some topics that science
cannot fully explain. Write out how Faith
might be able to give answers that science
does not.

G O D  T H E  F A T H E R 8 T H  G R A D E

Questions: Activities:



 

Follow the simple instructions below:  
1. Watch Video on the website:  .  
2. Review the "relates to..." section to the left.   This is helpful
to understand what to convey to your child is important
about this lesson.   It will help make the lesson both an
intellectual and a lived lesson.
3. Read through and familiarize yourself with the sample
script.  
4. Teach your child the lesson, either using your own words
or the sample script.
5. Either discuss the questions with your child (best option),
or have your child write out answers to the questions. 
6. Have your child do the activities and/or do the activities
with them.   
7. If working with a parish return the appropriate material in
the way they have requested.

Instructions for Using
"The Way" Program

RELATES TO MY FAITH: 

GOD THE SON
Eighth Grade

RELATES TO JESUS:
Life in Jesus affords us the roadmap

necessary to carry out God’s plan for

us. Following Jesus, we can be sure

not to go astray if we stay close to

Him.

Our life of faith as Jesus’ disciple is one

that will not necessarily be easy, but

will find fulfillment as we operate under

the care and concern of our Shepherd.
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One of Jesus’ many titles is that He is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life”. He shows us He is the
way by role modeling for us a life lived with one’s entire self focused in on the ways of God
the Father. He shows us He is the truth by saying the things men need to hear, saying the
things that truly help them (cf. Ephesians 4:29); building people up with the truth of God. He
shows us He is the life by His presence through the moments of our own life and
accompanying us through prayer and the Sacramental life.

In following Jesus with our entire person, we offer ourselves to walk with the author of life. We
invite and allow Jesus to be a part of everything; our morning routine before school, our
friendships, our speech, our study habits, our free time, our brush of our teeth, etc. We offer
the Son of God everything, our good times, our bad times, our bored times, our sinful times,
our joyful times. We ask for His help and direction and when we do, making every effort to
keep Him in our life, we will find peace, fulfillment, and happiness in a life well lived.

Further, if we are preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation, we are preparing our hearts
to receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. These gifts afford us a special grace to participate in
the life of the Trinity that keeps us both connected more intimately with the Trinity and allows
us to be a greater witness of the presence of God in our life. We become better suited to
adhere to the will of God and live the life that He has planned for us.

How is Jesus “the Way, the Truth, and the
Life”? 
Why do we need Jesus to walk with us
during our life? 
Why do you think Jesus wants you to talk to
Him about your sins? 
What do the Gifts of the Holy Spirit do to
help us in our life of faith? 
Why is it so important to be a good role
model of the faith for others?

Brainstorm together as a family the various
ways that you could practice the faith at
home. Commit to an option, perhaps a new
option, and routinely practice supporting
each other in living out this particular
aspect of the faith (i.e. praying together
before meals). 

As you get comfortable practicing the
particular aspect of faith at home, consider
practicing this aspect out in public.

Sample Script:
G O D  T H E  S O N 8 T H  G R A D E

Questions: Activities:



The Holy Spirit is alive and present in and throughout the

Church, guiding souls to encounter God and to live a

fulfilled life of cooperation with grace. While the Holy Spirit

is alive and available to all in the Church in various ways, it

is in the Sacrament of Confirmation that the Holy Spirit

plays an explicit role in ordaining the soul with completion

and gifts that fully initiate the recipient in the Catholic

Church. Confirmation is necessary for the soul to live a rich

spiritual life in the faith.

The Holy Spirit enriches the confirmation recipient with the

seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. The gifts of wisdom,

knowledge, understanding, piety, fear of the Lord, fortitude,

and counsel enliven the soul to live a life committed to the

Church and to be a vessel of grace that encourages others

to engage with God. The gifts of the Holy Spirit allow the

recipient to live out the Spiritual and Corporal Works of

Mercy that not only serve our brothers and sisters in love but

allows the individual to grow in holiness as he/she

witnesses to the presence of Jesus. Further, the gifts reveal

the face of the Trinity in great clarity for the betterment and

well-being of the faithful.  

Wisdom offers judgment about divine things while also

affording direction in human affairs. Knowledge keeps one

on the straight path of justice, correctly making decisions

on matters of faith and right action. Understanding is the

penetrating to the heart of things and the ability to see as

God sees. Piety is the reverence shown to God and to the

things that are of God.  Fear of the Lord is revering God in 

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
Eighth Grade

RELATES TO MY FAITH: 

RELATES TO JESUS:
It is Jesus himself who promised us and gave the

Apostles and the Church the great gift of the

Holy Spirit come in power to make them

fearless witnesses of his words, deeds, and

saving message. Without Jesus, the Spirit would

not have been sent.

While Baptism is the sacrament by which the

gifts of the Holy Spirit are initially given to us,

Confirmation is the sacrament which

strengthens those gifts within us. But like

muscles that are not used or exercised, these

gifts can atrophy into uselessness. In the

Gospels Jesus gave us several parables in which

useless limbs are cut from the tree and burned

as not only an illustration, but a warning that we

are to use the gifts we are given to spread his

Gospel. We must establish a strong relationship

with the Holy Spirit if we expect to be effective

witnesses to Christ’s love, not just in our

words,but in our deeds and very lives.
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Sample Script:



that we never want to be separated from Him; it is not a fear that wants to control and sub serve.

Fortitude is firmness of mind to do good and avoid evil, especially when it is difficult, with eyes and

heart always fixed on God. Counsel is allowing the direction of God to control his life, knowing that

this is best for his salvation.

Operation within the gifts of the Holy Spirit with firm intention and a desire to bring glory to God

will yield the fruits of the Holy Spirit. The fruits are kindness, generosity, joy, charity, self-control,

faithfulness, gentleness, goodness, chastity, peace, patience, and modesty. These fruits are truly

gifts that come forth from a life well lived that is focused on the things of God, sharing the love of

God with others, and ordering oneself after the model set forth by His Son Jesus Christ. While all of

these fruits are important, one stands out; namely self-control or perhaps another name that could

be used is balance. Everything in life needs to have a balance or it will throw things off one way or

the other. Too little and you’ll be lacking in your approach; too much and you’ll be weighed down,

unable to adequately take on what else what be needed. Self-control tempers our approach on

things and orders us to appropriately engage a situation.

Perhaps the biggest benefit of the Holy Spirit as received at Confirmation is the role it takes on in

enhancing our spiritual lives. Here, the Holy Spirit affords the recipient with a special line of

connection to the Trinity, as we stated earlier, reflects the image of God on the recipient that can

also be available for the entire world to see. The Holy Spirit conveys the love and mercy of God, a

message that is of desperate need in our world today. It is important to state that God’s love and

mercy is for every single person and it is of special responsibility for the confirmed soul to

communicate this important reality frequently in their words and deeds with others.

The Holy Spirit helps to root out sin by making the recipient aware of his short comings and prompts

him to uproot this sin so the temple of his body can be a worthy dwelling place for Him. The Holy

Spirit causes the desire to seek forgiveness for a wrong done or an omission left undone, reaching

out to the other if necessary but certainly being able to forgive oneself and to seek forgiveness

from the Almighty God. Humility is a grace given here, to humbly ask for mercy and to make a

commitment not to fall into this sin again. Perhaps even more miraculous is the strength to live a life

that actively and consistently forgives others and shows mercy towards them and their wrongs.

Here, the face of God is revealed to the other and the grace of the Holy Spirit is passed along for

the other to encounter.

Why is the Holy Spirit so important for the
Confirmed soul?
What are the Seven Gifts of the Holy
Spirit? Explain a bit about each one.
How do the Gifts of the Holy Spirit allow us
to assist others?
What are the Fruits of the Holy Spirit?
Talk about the role of the Holy Spirit in
inspiring forgiveness and mercy.

As a family, discuss the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit. What are some of your favorites?
Which one, as a family, could you work
on?

As a family, discuss the Fruits of the Holy
Spirit. What are some of your favorites?
Which one, as a family, could you pray for
and work towards?

G O D  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T 1 S T  G R A D E

Questions: Activities:


	Existence 8th
	Father 8
	Son 8
	Holy Spirit 8

