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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

 
Scripture Reading 
 

The very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and strewed them on the road. The crowds  
preceding him and those following kept crying out and saying: 

 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.” And when he entered Jerusalem 
the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?” And the crowds 
replied, “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee”  
(cf. Mt 21:1-11). 

 
Meditation  
Today’s Palm Sunday liturgy contains none of the customary pomp and 
ceremony we have come to expect on this holy day. The palm branches 
have been blessed, but there is no congregation to wave them as the crowds 
did when Jesus made his triumphant entry into Jerusalem. We are in a time 
of crisis, separated from one another physically but still united as one Body 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s ask the Lord, in the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah (cf. Is 50:4-7), to give us “a well-trained tongue” that we might 
“speak to the weary a word that will rouse them” in this difficult time.  
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Monday of Holy Week 
 
Scripture Reading  
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation;  
whom should I fear? 
The Lord is my life’s refuge;  
of whom should I be afraid? (Ps 127) 

 
Meditation  
 
“Let Jesus’ Light Shine” is our theme this Holy Week and Easter. The coro-
navirus pandemic has cast darkness over the whole world bringing with it 
sickness and death, anxiety and fear. We Christians believe that Jesus 
Christ is the light that shines in every dark corner of our lives. Let’s boldly 
display candles and other decorative lights in our homes, churches and 
other other buildings to proclaim our confidence in the power of Christ’s 
light to overcome all darkness.  
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Tuesday of Holy Week 
 
Scripture Reading  
 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me; He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the  
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the 
prisoners, To announce a year of favor from the Lord and a day of 
vindication by our God, to comfort all who mourn; To place on those 
who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of ashes, To give them oil of 
gladness in place of mourning, a glorious mantle instead of a listless 
spirit (cf. Is 61:1-3a). 

 
Meditation 
 
At the Chrism Mass,  
we priests renew the 
vows we made at the 
time of our ordination. 
This is not an ordinary 
time to be a priest. So-
cial distancing and the 
demands of pastoral 
charity have severely re-
stricted our ability to be 
out among God’s 
people. We are forced to focus again on what it means to be Priests of Jesus 
Christ. Even while temporarily separated from each other and our congre-
gations, we are still called to be bridge-builders (Pontifex), pastors, 
teachers, builders of community, witnesses to the selfless love of Jesus, men 
of prayer who intercede for healing and hope in this time of trial.  
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Wednesday of Holy Week 
 
Scripture Reading  
 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And while 
they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray 
me.” Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after 
another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?” He said in reply, “He who has 
dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will betray me. 
The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that 
man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that 
man if he had never been born” (cf. Mt 26:14-25). 

 
Meditation  
 
“Surely we have not betrayed Jesus,” we say to ourselves. But in our heart of 
hearts we must admit that our actions (and inactions) have hurt Jesus, and 
the ones we love, sometimes seriously. Thank God, Jesus is the face of 
mercy, the one who is always ready to forgive. If we repent and turn to him, 
He will welcome us back with open arms. During this time of worldwide 

crisis, what we do for “the 
least of these,” our 
brothers and sisters, can 
make a big difference. 
Let’s not betray the Lord’s 
trust as He challenges us 
to let go of selfish con-
cerns and care for the 
needs of others.  
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Holy Thursday 
 
Scripture Reading  
 

Brothers and sisters: I received from the Lord what I also handed on 
to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over, took 
bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way
 also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death 
of the Lord until he comes (1 Cor 11:23-26). 

 
Meditation  
 
Here in the Diocese 
of Kalamazoo, we are 
observing a Year of 
the Eucharist. None 
of us ever imagined 
that during this spe-
cial year of prayer 
and devotion to the 
Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist our people would be denied access to this Most Holy 
Sacrament! But here we are: challenged to grow closer to our Lord and 
each other while practicing “social distancing” and abstaining from the 
nourishment we can only receive from the Holy Eucharist. Let’s ask the 
Lord to help us stay close to Him through acts of loving service (which 
Jesus taught us in the washing of feet) and through prayers of sincere spiri-
tual communion with Him. 
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Good Friday 
 
Scripture Reading  
 

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and opened not his 
mouth; like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, 
he was silent and opened not his mouth. Oppressed and condemned, 
he was taken away, and who would have thought any more of his  
destiny? When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten 
for the sin of his people, a grave was assigned him among the wicked 
and a burial place with evildoers, though he had done no wrong nor 
spoken any falsehood. But the Lord was pleased to crush him in  
infirmity (cf. Is 52:13–53:12). 

 
Meditation  
 
The coronavirus pandemic has 
reminded us that we are not in 
control of world events or their 
impact on our daily lives. We  
depend totally on the uncon-
ditional love of the God who 
emptied Himself and assumed 
the intense suffering and cruel 
death caused by human sinful-
ness. The wondrous love of Jesus 
is our hope and salvation. He 
continues to give Himself for us 
through the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass and through His Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. Let’s surrender 
completely to God’s will, as Jesus did on the first Good Friday, trusting that 
God’s love will sustain us and raise us up to eternal life.  
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Holy Saturday: The Easter Vigil 
 
Scripture Reading 
 

Then God said: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate 
day from night. Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, 
and serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the 
earth.” And so it happened: God set them in the dome of the sky, to 
shed light upon the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to  
separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was. 

 
Meditation 
 
This year, we have to work harder 
to experience the light of Christ 
rising in glory and dispelling the 
darkness of our hearts and minds. 
Since we cannot be present in the 
darkened church as the paschal fire 
blazes and the Easter candle is lit, 
we must use our imaginations. Or 
perhaps we can turn off the lights 
at home and spend some time 
meditating on the light from the 
candles and other decorative lights 
we have in our homes. Let’s Let 
Jesus’ Light Shine in our hearts in a 
special way this Easter as the 
whole world struggles with the 
darkness of sickness and death. Let’s Let Jesus’ Light Shine as a sign of hope 
and consolation for all who are suffering and afraid.  
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Easter Sunday 
 
Scripture Reading  
 

Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what 
is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ your life appears, then you 
too will appear with him in glory (Col 3:1-4). 

 
Meditation  
 
Easter is a time to rejoice. The Lord is risen. He has overcome sin and 
death. He has won for us new life in Him. This year we find it more difficult 
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Confined to our homes; cut off from our 
parish churches and the reception of the Holy Eucharist; concerned about  
the health and safety of those we love; and worried about the future; we 
nevertheless join with our sisters and brothers everywhere to praise God 
and express our Easter joy. May we set aside earthly troubles and “seek 
what is above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”  
 

Happy  
Easter! 

 

8



Easter Monday 
 
Scripture Reading 
 

I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not 
be disturbed. Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has  
exulted; my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, because you will not  
abandon my soul to the nether world, nor will you suffer your holy 
one to see corruption. You have made known to me the paths of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence (cf. Acts 2:14, 22-33). 

 
Meditation  
 
As the Easter season begins, may we Let Jesus’ Light Shine in our world 
darkened by disease and anxiety. And let’s pray that the resurrection of 
Jesus will give hope and comfort to all our brothers and sisters who are 
lonely, afraid or suffering from economic hardships. As we continue our 
Year of the Eucharist in our beloved Diocese, may our longing for the  
Body and Blood of Christ inspire us to Live the Mission of the Eucharist  
by Loving God and Our Neighbor. 
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